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The Fontenay, Rotherbaum
Ahead of the curve
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Sleep easy

If the rate of new hotel
launches is anything to
judge a city’s success
by, Hamburg is soaring
to all new heights. A
handful of top openings
in 2018 confirmed its
position as a sought-after
destination for tourism
and business alike.
That’s not to say it’s
all novelty: grande dames
such as the Fairmont
Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten
and the Hotel Louis C
Jacob, which have been
catering to the city’s
patrician tastes since the
end of the 19th century,
offer a touch of history.
And there seems to be a
genuine passion among
hoteliers to create an
original experience for
guests rather than just
offer a pillow for the night.
For this guide we’ve
picked our favourite
stopovers across a variety
of neighbourhoods, from
the genteel to the gritty.
Join us for a tour of
everything from a luxury
lakeside retreat to an
intimate, design-led affair
in the heart of the city.
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Ameron Hamburg Hotel
Speicherstadt, HafenCity
Old and new
The 192-key Ameron is the
only hotel in the Speicherstadt
(see page 121), the historic
warehouse district that became
a Unesco World Heritage
site in 2015, a year after the
hotel’s opening.
The reception area
suggests little promise but the
1960s-style rooms, designed
by Geplan Design and Fine
Rooms, are warm and spacious.
A bridge links the modern part
of the hotel to the heart of the
Speicherstadt, where meeting
rooms and the Cantinetta
Ristorante & Bar occupy the
site of the former Kaffeebörse
(coffee exchange). The rooftop
terrace offers glorious views.
4 Am Sandtorkai, 20457
+49 (0)40 638 5890
ameronhotels.com
monocle comment: Book one
of the eight junior suites for
floor-to-ceiling windows facing
the Speicherstadt.

One of the city’s latest openings
is a feat of design by German
architect Jan Störmer. It feels
more like a woodland retreat
than an urban hotel, thanks to
its lakeside setting and floor-toceiling windows for maximum
sunlight. The Fontenay also
boasts some of the greatest
vistas of the city and the Alster,
best enjoyed from the rooftop
infinity pool or seventh-floor
fine-dining restaurant Lakeside
(the downstairs Parkview
brasserie is a more casual but
equally delightful option).
All 113 rooms and 17 suites
face outward, so there are
no claustrophobic courtyard
views. Finishes include bespoke
furniture and silver accessories
by Georg Jensen.
10 Fontenay, 20354
+49 (0)40 6056 6050
thefontenay.de
monocle comment: We’re big
fans of the ground-floor library
and its book selection from
Felix Jud (see page 61).

Hit the gas
—
In 2000, with the help of
architect Klaus Peter Lange,
Kai Hollmann transformed a
19th-century former gasworks
into Gastwerk Hotel Hamburg.
The 141 rooms run through a
newly installed central complex
surrounded by the remains
of the defunct factory.
gastwerk.com
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25hours Hotel Hamburg Altes
Hafenamt, HafenCity
Urban charmer
Despite an impressive growth
spurt since starting out in 2003,
the 25hours hotel group didn’t
stray far from its first venue for
this Hamburg property. The
49-room stopover is housed in
a listed 19th-century building
by the harbour and joins
picturesque siblings in Berlin,
Frankfurt, Vienna and Zürich.
The brand has garnered
fans for being more affordable
than most competitors while
still delivering a luxury stay.
Its aesthetic has also struck a
chord with business travellers
across the German-speaking
world: think industrial-chic
with pot plants galore.
12 Osakaallee, 20457
+49 (0)40 555 5750
25hours-hotels.com
monocle comment: Dine
at the lively Middle Eastern
restaurant Neni and finish with
a highball at The Boilerman
Bar next door.

Extra hours
—
If the Altes Hafenamt is fully
booked, fear not – the 25hours
hotel group has two other
properties in Hamburg: one
in a larger, modern setting
around the corner in HafenCity
and another further west
in Bahrenfeld.
25hours-hotels.com
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Sir Nikolai, Altstadt
Go Dutch

Tortue Hamburg, Neustadt
Recent addition

Though “Sir Nik” isn’t a
Hamburger by birth (it’s
part of the Dutch Sir Hotels
group), its 2017 opening was
a welcome addition to the
city’s hospitality scene.
The late 19th-century
red-brick warehouse has been
converted into 94 rooms
and seven suites. It’s a bijou
building but Amsterdam design
group FG Stijl has managed
to make it feel intimate rather
than small, with neat touches
such as windowsills that double
as bar counters and work
desks that double as dressing
tables (each one also contains
a selection of classic and
contemporary literature).
2 Katharinenstrasse, 20457
+49 (0)40 2999 6666
sirhotels.com

Tortue opened in June 2018
to much anticipation. The
126-room building, which
was the Ministry for Urban
Development in the late 19th
century, boasts a dark palette
and soft lighting courtesy of
interior designer Kate Hume.
The sizeable rooms are kitted
out with bespoke tables and
chairs, as well as beds by the
UK-based brand Hypnos
(whose clients include the
Queen of England).
Breakfast and lunch are
served at the unambiguously
named Brasserie – which also
does a bustling trade come
sundown – and then, for a
reprieve from European fare,
there’s the Asian-fusion Jin Gui
with its film-worthy interiors.
10 Stadthausbrücke, 20355
+49 (0)40 3344 1400
tortue.de

monocle comment: The
in-house restaurant Izakaya
is one of the best Japanese
kitchens in town. Drop by
for some exceptional sushi.
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monocle comment: The
downstairs Bar Noir is open
from 09.00 until the last
guest leaves.
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Von Deska Townhouses,
Harvestehude
House style

Hotel Atlantic Kempinski
Hamburg, St Georg
Timeless classic
The lofty ceilings of this
grande dame hark back
to 1909, when Hamburg’s
maritime might was at its
peak and ocean-liner travellers
would arrive at the Kempinski
with gargantuan leather trunks
– hence the enormous rooms.
The hotel was renovated
in 2012 but still retains its
storied charm, whether in the
striking courtyard or the 221
rooms (the presidential suite
featured in the James Bond
film Tomorrow Never Dies).
Dining options include the
Atlantic Restaurant, famed
for its lobster bisque, and the
Atlantic Grill & Health.
72-79 An der Alster, 20099
+49 (0)40 28880
kempinski.com
monocle comment: The
hotel’s postbox is considered
lucky so locals use it for
sending work applications
and heartfelt love letters.
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Many hotels claim to be a
home away from home but the
Von Deska Townhouses truly
deliver. Split across two stately
mansions just a short walk
apart (the Ivy House is a 1960s
red-brick affair; the White
House was built in 1900), the
25 apartments are ideal for
families and longer sojourns.
There are no in-house
restaurants but each room is
kitted out with a kitchen and
the staff will stock your fridge
with whatever you want.
Ivy House:
70-72 Klosterallee, 20144
+49 (0)40 4232 9200
White House:
197 Rothenbaumchaussee, 20149
+49 (0)40 1803 90210
vondeska-townhouses.de
monocle comment: Each
mansion has its own perks.
The Ivy House boasts a sauna
and garden while the White
House is more grandiose and
has just six rooms.

I could
get used
to this
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Fairmont Hotel Vier
Jahreszeiten, Neustadt
Jewel in the crown
One glance at the lakeside
edifice is all it takes to realise
that this is a grand affair.
The hotel, built in 1897,
went through an extensive
renovation completed in
2016 but its majesty remains.
There are 126 rooms and
30 suites – some of the latter
named and styled after
eminent former guests such
as Maria Callas and Aristotle
Onassis. Dining options
include the two-Michelinstarred Restaurant Haerlin
and Japanese fixture Nikkei
Nine. The tiny Jahreszeiten
Bar has a formidable selection
of whisky.
9-14 Neuer Jungfernstieg, 20354
+49 (0)40 34 940
hvj.de
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Hotel Louis C Jacob, Altona
Whatever floats your boat

Side Hotel, Neustadt
Balancing act

Commanding a spectacular
view over the Elbe from its
lime-tree-lined terrace (painted
in 1902 by the impressionist
Max Liebermann), the main
building of Louis C Jacob dates
back to the late 18th century.
The most delightful asset is
perhaps the hotel’s boat, which
can be chartered to ferry you
home from an evening at the
Elbphilharmonie with wine and
cheese. There are 84 rooms,
500 paintings by local artists
and live music every week.
401-403 Elbchaussee, 22609
+49 (0)40 822 550
hotel-jacob.de

This hotel manages to
strike just the right balance
between practical comfort
and thought-provoking design.
Architect Jan Störmer and
Milanese interior designer
Matteo Thun (who oversaw
the 2018 renovation) are
behind the 178-room stop-in.
A neon light fixture,
suspended in the 28-metrehigh atrium, greets you at
reception. The rooms in one
part of the building have an
understated, almost midcentury appearance, while
those in the other half feature
bright colours and a splash
of futurism.
49 Drehbahn, 20354
+49 (0)40 309 990
side-hamburg.de

monocle comment: Come
evening, guests can enjoy an
aperitif in a vast ice cellar from
1850, which was uncovered
during renovation works at
the end of the 20th century.

monocle comment: The inhouse restaurant is a superb
spot for carnivores (think
dry-aged beef). On summer
afternoons join the city’s
cognoscenti on the rooftop
terrace for a drink with a view.

monocle comment: Managed
by the Fairmont group, the
hotel still has a boutique
feel with attention to detail
(weighty room keys rather than
plastic cards, for example).
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